Poverty Lines


The LICOs are published by Statistics Canada.  Persons and families living below these income levels are considered to be living in “straitened circumstances.”  There are 35 different LICOs, varying according to family size and size of community.  The LICOs are more popularly known as Canada’s poverty lines.


	Before-Tax Low-Income Cut-Offs (LICOs), 2009

	
	               Population of community of Residence

	Family Size
	500,000 +
	100,000 – 499,999
	30,000 – 99,999
	Less than 30,000*
	Rural

	1
	22,229
	19,144
	19,026
	17,409
	15,302

	2
	27,674
	23,832
	23,685
	21,672
	19,050

	3
	34,022
	29,299
	29,118
	26,643
	23,419

	4
	41,307
	35,573
	35,354
	32,349
	28,435

	5
	46,850
	40,345
	40,097
	36,690
	32,250

	6
	52,838
	45,504
	45,223
	41,380
	36,374

	7 +
	58,827
	50,661
	50,350
	46,071
	40,496



Notes:  This table uses the 1992 base.  Income refers to total pre-tax household income.

*Includes cities with a population between 15,000 and 30,000 and small urban areas (under 15,000)

Source:  Prepared by the Canadian Council on Social Development using Statistics Canada’s Low Income Cut-Offs.  For more information, call 1-888-297-7355 or email income@statcan.ca.

Reading this table
Example:  A family of four living in a very large Canadian city with a before-tax income of less than $39,399 in 2006 would have been living below the poverty line.


Social Housing Reform Act, 2000
ONTARIO REGULATION 368/01
HOUSEHOLD INCOME LIMITS


	
 
	
2 Bdrm
	
3 Bdrm
	
4+ Bdrm

	
Barrie
	
$33,500
	
$42,000
	
$47,500

	
Bradford West Gwillimbury, New Tecumseth
	
$42,000
	
$50,500
	
$61,000

	
Whole service area except above
	
$32,000
	
$35,000
	
$41,000



Amended 2009

Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) calculates ‘Household Income Limits’ (HILs) under the Social Housing Agreement. HILs are used to determine eligibility for public housing. New limits were provided by CMHC in fall of 2008 and are incorporated into the regulations of O. Reg. 368/01.



